Questions on the Obzornaya Tour

Name…………………………………..

Part 1. Read the assigned collection of newspaper articles about poverty and wealth in Russia and answer the following questions. For the interested, there are other good articles about this issue (including academic articles) on our Blackboard site:

1. What percentage(s) of the Russian population is in poverty? Give the different figures from the different articles. If you want comment on that difference.

2. What can be said about the richest Russians? Where is their money coming from, etc.?

3. What can be said about the poorest Russians? Where is their money coming from, etc?

4. In most of the articles something is said about the need to raise the wages of the people working for the state (teachers/professors, police, doctors and nurses, many performing artists, et al.). It is assumed that any Russian reader will understand what is meant here, and it is a very important aspect of Russian economics. Do you know what is going on with that? If so, what?

5. In the interview with Igor Nikolayev on p. 3 he talks about “legalizing incomes and bringing them out of the shadows.” Again, any Russian would understand what is meant here, and it is a very important aspect of Russian economics. Do you know what is going on with that? If so, what?

6. What problems are associated the Russia’s becoming an oil economy?

7. How do people get by on, say, 853 rubles a month, one of the figures mentioned as the average wage of the lowest 10% of the population? What are these people’s survival tactics?

8. Since “civil society based on private property” was the mantra justifying the economic changes in the early nineties, has it been successful? What is the private property ownership situation in Russia?

Part II. Answer these questions during/after the tour.

1. The Russian word for site-seeing site is “достопримечателность,” which could be loosely translated as “thing bearing the abstract quality of being worthy of noticing.” Of course this is what guides any of us as we take out-of-towners around our home cities. What were the abstract qualities guiding what you saw today: beauty, size, historical significance, tragedy,… other qualities?

2. List 3 things you saw today that show the great wealth in Moscow and 3 that show poverty.
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