Orphanage tour worksheet:
Questions for the reading:

1) What are the main stages in the “odyssey” of a Russian orphan? 

2) What kind of state care do infants receive? What are the problems that await children in “infant orphanages”? 

3) How is orphan care arranged after the age of four? What is the relevance of the medical diagnosis children receive? 

4) What awaits children upon “graduation” from orphanages? 

5) What kind of treatment, education, health care do Russian orphans receive in state-run institutions? How does it depend on the type of an orphanage? 

6)  Compare the situation concerning orphans in Russia and in your country. Is orphan care arranged in similar or different ways? 

7) How, in your opinion, could the situation with orphans in Russia be improved (legislative changes, foreign adoptions, private orphan homes, etc.)?   

Questions for the tour: 

1) What kind of orphanage did you visit?

What are your impressions of the orphanage that you have visited, in particular:

- about the children;

- about the premises and facilities;

- about the staff
2) What was the attitude of the staff towards you and your visit? 

3) Did you notice any instances of children rights violations? Are the children you have visited orphans or have they been placed at the orphanage by their parents? If so, why? 

4) Overall, what kind of treatment, health care, education do children receive in the orphanage you have visited? Outline the positive and negative aspects you have noticed. 

5) What kind of improvement does the situation in the orphanage you have visited require? 6) Do you think the children from this orphanage would be better off adopted by foreign parents? Why or why not? How do you evaluate the recent legislative measures by the Duma restricting the adoption of Russian orphans by foreign parents?

7) Overall, did your impression of the orphanage corroborate the data from the Human Rights Watch Report or was this orphanage different from the majority of Russian state-run institutions of that type? 

