Reading 1:  “Labour” definition from http://www.marxists.org/

The first premise of all human existence and, therefore, of all history, [is that humans] must be in a position to live in order to be able to "make history". But life involves before everything else eating and drinking, a habitation, clothing and many other things. The first historical act is thus the production of the means to satisfy these needs, the production of material life itself. And indeed this is an historical act, a fundamental condition of all history, which today, as thousands of years ago, must daily and hourly be fulfilled merely in order to sustain human life. 
From Karl Marx, German Ideology: History: Fundamental Conditions 
Labour is, in the first place, a process in which both man and Nature participate, and in which man of his own accord starts, regulates, and controls the material re-actions between himself and Nature. He opposes himself to Nature as one of her own forces, setting in motion arms and legs, head and hands, the natural forces of his body, in order to appropriate Nature's productions in a form adapted to his own wants. By thus acting on the external world and changing it, he at the same time changes his own nature. He develops his slumbering powers and compels them to act in obedience to his sway. We are not now dealing with those primitive instinctive forms of labour that remind us of the mere animal. An immeasurable interval of time separates the state of things in which  a man brings his labour-power to market for sale as a commodity, from that state in which human labour was still in its first instinctive stage. We pre-suppose labour in a form that stamps it as exclusively human. A spider conducts operations that resemble those of a weaver, and a bee puts to shame many an architect in the construction of her cells. But what distinguishes the worst architect from the best of bees is this, that the architect raises his structure in imagination before he erects it in reality. At the end of every labour-process, we get a result that already existed in the imagination of the labourer at its commencement. He not only effects a change of form in the material on which he works, but he also realises a purpose of his own that gives the law to his modus operandi, and to which he must subordinate his will. And this subordination is no mere momentary act. Besides the exertion of the bodily organs, the process demands that, during the whole operation, the workman's will be steadily in consonance with his purpose. This means close attention. The less he is attracted by the nature of the work, and the mode in which it is carried on, and the less, therefore, he enjoys it as something which gives play to his bodily and mental powers, the more close his attention is forced to be. 
The elementary factors of the labour-process are 1), the personal activity of man, i.e., work itself, [as described above] 2), the subject of that work, and 3), its instruments. 
In the labour-process, therefore, man's activity, with the help of the instruments of labour, effects an alteration, designed from the commencement, in the material worked upon. The process disappears in the product, the latter is a use-value, Nature's material adapted by a change of form to the wants of man. Labour has incorporated itself with its subject: the former is materialised, the latter transformed. That which in the labourer appeared as movement, now appears in the product as a fixed quality without motion. The blacksmith forges and the product is a forging. 
If we examine the whole process from the point of view of its result, the product, it is plain that both the instruments and the subject of labour, are means of production, and that the labour itself is productive labour. 
Labour uses up its material factors, its subject and its instruments, consumes them, and is therefore a process of consumption. Such productive consumption is distinguished from individual consumption by this, that the latter uses up products, as means of subsistence forthe living individual; the former, as means whereby alone, labour, the labour-power of the living individual, is enabled to act. The product, therefore, of individual consumption, is the consumer himself; the result of productive consumption, is a product distinct from the consumer. 
In so far then, as its instruments and subjects are themselves products, labour consumes products in order to create products, or in other words, consumes one set of products by turning them into means of production for another set. 
The labour-process, turned into the process by which the capitalist consumes labour-power, exhibits two characteristic phenomena. First, the labourer works under the control of the capitalist to whom his labour belongs; the capitalist taking good care that the work is done in a proper manner, and that the means of production are used with intelligence, so that there is no unnecessary waste of raw material, and no wear and tear of the implements beyond what is necessarily caused by the work. 
Secondly, the product is the property of the capitalist and not that of the labourer, its immediate producer. Suppose that a capitalist pays for a day's labour-power at its value; then the right to use that power for a day belongs to him, just as much as the right to use any other commodity, such as a horse that he has hired for the day. To the purchaser of a commodity belongs its use, and the seller of labour-power, by giving his labour, does no more, in reality, than part with the use-value that he has sold. From the instant he steps into the workshop, the use-value of his labour-power, and therefore also its use, which is labour, belongs to the capitalist. By the purchase of labour-power, the capitalist incorporates labour, as a living ferment, with the lifeless constituents of the product. From his point of view, the labour-process is nothing more than the consumption of the commodity purchased, i. e., of labour-power; but this consumption cannot be effected except by supplying the labour-power with the means of production. The labour-process is a process between things that the capitalist has purchased, things that have become his property. The product of this process belongs, therefore, to him, just as much as does the wine which is the product of a process of fermentation completed in his cellar. 
(Not from the website.) According to Marx and his followers, Communism was to give the laborer full ownership and control of the aspects of his or her labor that were previously owned and controlled by the capitalist: the benefits of the producers’ labor-power (“profit”), control of labor (what to do at work), control and ownership of the means of production (tools, machines, etc.), and ownership of the result of labor (the “product”). Under capitalism the producer was alienated from his or her work as everything he/she did was owned and controlled by someone else. Under Soviet Communism the State took that control, saying that they were doing that in place of the workers themselves, as their representatives. The idea of worker production and its definition under Communism remained “Marxist,” however. Production was everything. 

Reading 2: Rolf, Malte. “ Working Towards the Centre: Leader Cults and Spatial Politics in Pre-war Stalinism.” The Leader Cult in Sommunist Dictatorships: Stalin and the Eastern Bloc. Ed. Balázs, Apor et al.  London: Palgrave, 2004

Reading 3: A visual in place of text. A good map of the Moscow subway system that is not one of those highly schematic maps but one that shows the neighborhoods the different stops are in with the main streets, the Moscow River, sites, etc.

Reading 4: Moscow Metro: The Underground Dream

From: http://www.forevermore.com/metro/intro.htm

Visit this site for more pictures that are very interesting and educational.

As a system of public transportation and a work of urban infrastructure, the Moscow Metro is an unparalleled example of architecture and design. The most grandiose architectural phenomenon of the Stalinist era, the vast system maps not only the huge ambitions of the Soviet State under Stalin, but records in amazing detail the ideological and artistic shifts that characterize the period. The historical photographs and contemporary documentation on this website illustrate not only the evolution of a rapid mass transit, but also the remarkable attention paid to aesthetic media -- architecture, sculpture, painting and decorative arts -- in a monumental public works project. 

The Moscow Metro provided a stage on which life in the Soviet Union was vividly played out, from the vast forces marshaled for its construction to the shelter it provided for Moscovites during World War II. By the end of the Stalinist era, it had evolved into a strange hybrid of palace, basilica and fortress. 

The political and ideological course of the Soviet Union during the Stalinist period is reflected in the distinct aesthetic styles of the four principle lines and forty stations constructed under Stalin from 1932 to 1954. 

The First Line, built in the early `1930's, possesses an invigorating modernism that is a high-water mark of the Soviet avant-garde. With the Second Line, built in the late 1930's, a program of monumental sculpture and art was introduced that signaled Stalin's stranglehold on the ideological goals of the Soviet state. The Third Line, built during the "Great Patriotic War" from 1939 - 1944, became a symbol of Soviet tenacity and ultimately a memorial to the people's resistance during this devastating period. The Fourth Line, completed in 1954 shortly after the death of Stalin, is perhaps the most flamboyantly ideological and represents the epitome of the leader's vision for the Metro. With the demise of Stalin, the expression of the system reverted to its rationalist origins. 

Although constructed by a tyrant for a people living in terror, this subterranean proletarian paradise offers an ironically humane vision of public social space, both beautiful and functional. Today, with construction continuing, the Moscow Metro covers over 200 kilometers of track and serves 9 million people each day. 

A memoir of building the metro (written in the 80s)

Hello! My name is Tatyana Viktorovna Fedorova. I am a Hero of Socialist Labor of Soviet Union. I received the highest honor of my country for my work on Moscow Metro. Moscow Metro is my Life and my Destiny. I joined the constriction of our beautiful underground over sixty years ago. I am still a pretty lady but back then.... O h, if you met me when I was 20 years old! I was strong and good looking. I could easily withstand any physical and emotional pressure, 
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Picture of the memoirist building the subway.

but most importantly all my life I had interminable faith in Our Party, the Party of Lenin and Stalin. That’s it! This is the real reason behind our success and success it was -- the subway system that we’ve built is the world’s finest and here is why...

The Moscow Metro was part of the Moscow Reconstruction plan, directed personally by our Great Leader Josef Stalin. The growing Moscow population of almost four million required a subway system. The Moscow population doubled from 1917 to 1930. The buses and trams were 100% overcrowded. In June1931, the Central Committee decreed: "The preparatory work for the construction of the Moscow Metro is to begin immediately; the Metro is to be the primary solution to the need for rapid and inexpensive mass transit. The actual construction is to be started in 1932.

 1931, the Central Committee decreed: "The preparatory work for the construction of the Moscow Metro is to begin immediately; the Metro is to be the primary solution to the need for rapid and inexpensive mass transit. The actual construction is to be started in 1932." 

The Metro construction was headed by a member of the Politburo, comrade Lazar Kaganovich. The Metro was named after Kaganovich until the end of the Stalin era. He was the most talented manager and a tireless organizer appointed by Stalin to overlook, among his other duties, the Moscow reconstruction. 

"The decisive solution to the current crisis we consider to be  the construction of

an underground railroad, reports to the Plenum leaderof Moscow bolsheviks, 

Comrade Kaganovich."  (Lasar Kaganovich) 

In 1933 I was working at the "Kauchuk" Factory when Our Party gave a call to KIM (Youth Commusnist International or Komsomol) to join the subway construction. Three girls - Zina Maksakova, Shura Lazareva and I immediately volonteered - "We will go! Enlist us!" 

-" We have set ourselves an extremely difficult task"– says Lasar Moiseevich – 

"Within shortest possible time frame we must increase the rate of excavation five - tentimes, and the rate of the masonry construction eight to nine times.

Our primary goal is to speed up construction, eliminate handiwork and slow workers. 
Moscow Party Structure, the entire working class of the City, must feel  responsible for the successful completion of Metropolitan." 
At the shaft 31-32 I was quickly appointed as the foreman. My team was working night shift. During long winter nights, often armed only with shovels and picks we attacked the frozen ground. 

-" Metrostroy is to be considered the most important State construction project. 

It is to be supplied with material, cement, steel, transportation, and accorded the highest priority in all respects, as befits a project with an all-state significance." 

The fanciest marble , bronze, brass, rare wood is delivered from Ural, Siberia, the Caucasus, Byelorussia and other diverse geographical locations of our boundless Fatherland.
1934 The size of Metro workforce reaches 75 thousand people. "Our workers, going down into the subway, should feel invigorated and happy& knowing that each nail is a nail for socialism." 1934 The size of Metro workforce reaches 75 thousand people. Construction is progressing along the entire route. Members of tens of nationalities, comprising the Soviet Union are taking active part in the construction of the first Soviet Metropolitan. In Shaft #12 alone, twenty-three nationalities are represented. In terms of numbers of people involved this is the largest project ever to be undertaken in our country.

The Metro has become a small nation in itself - it has its own poets, writers, boxing champions, swimmers, gymnasts, chess wizards. One hundred people are in the Metro Literary Society, several newspapers are published - not only a mass-oriented 'Hero of the Metrostroy,' but even a local 'Literary Gazette.' Fifteen hundred Metro workers compete for the title of chess and checkers champion. Twenty-five athletic clubs have grown in the Metrostroy tent cities.

The Metro is READY!!!! At the opening of the first subway line on May 15, 1935, (that day alone the Moscow Metro carried 325,000 passengers) the whole country celebrated another great and unprecedented historical achievement of the Socialist State. 

At the inaugural ceremonies, Comrade Stalin broke through unstoppable ovations and said -"Comrades, wait, do not applaud in advance, you don't  even know what I am about to say.  I do not like to make big speeches." Then he announced the awarding of the Order of Lenin to the Komsomo for its heroic participation in  the construction of the Metro. - "Do not applaud me: this decision was made by all of the comrades."
Our lives is an unsurpassed artist. Her masterful canvases know no equals. Years go by, tens of years, but they continue to excite us. Centuries pass by, but they don't fade a bit. 

...A May morning 1935. We remember that morning when a warm Spring breeze stroke us in front of the doors to the first thirteen underground palaces. 

- "It is impossible to forget when the magic stairs first took us down to the light marble rooms spread out in the depths of Moscow. 
The way is open! The first train swam up from the tunnel. Like an embrace, the doors of the lit  cars softly opened up."
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The way is open! The first train swam up from the tunnel. Like an embrace,

the doors of the lit cars softly opened up."
"This is why comrades, we built such a subway,  where a person… can feel as if he is 

"in a palace" right in the middle  of working Moscow."
-It seems we have succeeded Succeeded wonderfully well! Built to last for centuries! For centuries the underground palaces will reflect the sun and happiness of the great era of Stalin. "The Moscow Metro reflects main principles of its creators--safety and attention towards passengers. 'The best subway in the world ' is not a slogan anymore, but a reality." G. Morgan, American engineer, 1935 

"Of all the successes of Soviet Union, two impressed West the most: the conquest of the Arctic, and the construction of the Moscow Metro. I had the good fortune to be one of the first passengers and to admire the magnificent stations and lobbies. My main impression after the first ride is happiness – happiness that the Metro is built properly, without cutting corners, on a grand scale, well characterizing our proletarian government which replaced mercenary capitalists."
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